SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Members of Staffing Committee


(Agenda only to all members of Council - for information)

There will be a Meeting of the Staffing Committee to be held in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds on Monday 14th April 2008 at
7.30 pm










S M Foster
9th April 2008









Town Clerk
AGENDA

1.  Apologies
2. To receive statutory declarations of interests from 
Members











(a)  Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.
3. Minutes
To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 26th November 2007 as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting held on Monday 3rd December 2007 and of the Special Meeting of the Staffing Committee held on Monday 10th March 2007 as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting held on Monday 7th April 2008. 
(Previously circulated)  
4. Appointment of Staff

To receive and consider Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached)
5. Staff training 

To receive and consider Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached)
6. Groundstaff activities
To receive and consider Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached)
7. Health and safety at work
To consider any matters raised. 
8. *Confidential Staff Matters
To receive and consider Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached)
9* Tourist Information Centre staffing

To receive a verbal report fro the Town Clerk
*Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section (1) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be requested to retire during consideration of this item.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

STAFFING COMMITTEE – 14.04.08
4. Appointment of Staff

Mrs Anne Elliott has been appointed as the part-time Administrator and relief cover office Administrator. The interview panel consisted of Cllr Gale and the Town Clerk.  Applicants were asked to undergo a typing test and a prioritisation test as part of the interview process.
The interviews for Deputy Clerk are to be conducted on Wednesday 9th April.  The interview panel consists of Cllrs Blaine and Gale and the Town Clerk.  A verbal report will be made at this meeting

 (Information only)
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

STAFFING COMMITTEE – 14.04.08
5. Staff Training

The Clerk is in the process of completing the final semester of her Certificate in Local Policy qualification with the University of Gloucester

Mrs Baker-Smith has undertaken further training in order to achieve her Certificate in Local Council Administration qualification.

Mr Eaton and Mr Smith have both completed courses in Tractor Driving and Maintenance and in Pesticide Use and Spraying.

 (Information only)

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

STAFFING COMMITTEE – 14.04.08
6. Groundstaff activities
A request has been made on behalf of Sandy Football Club with regard to remedial works to be carried out on the football pitch at Bedford Road Recreation Ground. Under the terms of its lease the club is responsible for the maintenance of the pitch and as part of this it has to reinstate the goalmouth and centre circle areas after the season has finished.  
The Club has asked that this work be undertaken by the Town Council groundstaff when it reinstates the same areas on the pitches at the Sunderland Road Recreation Ground.  It has said that it is willing to pay a fee for this work to be done.

The Foreman has been consulted and is willing to do the work if Committee request it.

The routine work of the staff is continuing, albeit with some problems being caused by heavy rainfall making the pitches unplayable and preventing machinery being taken on to them.  The Foreman has suggested that as well as the normal fertilisation undertaken in early summer, the playing fields could benefit from an Autumn feeding, perhaps to coincide with weed treatment.
A letter of thanks has been received from Mr Jonathan Pym with regard to the state of the churchyard on the occasion of his father’s funeral (Copy attached).

The new Foreman and groundstaff are proving to be enthusiastic and committed and are establishing a regular regime of work that will ensure that all the areas of open space in the town are maintained in the fashion the Town Council expects.
(Committee is asked to make recommendations with regard to the work at Bedford Road Recreation Ground and the suggested extra fertilisation.)
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